
 

 

 

 

Whitby-Oshawa Provincial By-Election Questionnaire 

 

Question: Should we raise General Motors’ electricity rates to subsidize the re-building of the 

Darlington Nuclear Station? 

 

Answer: Yes    No    Undecided   

Additional Comments: 

Hi Jack, 

Thank you very much for your email. I appreciate you reaching out and appreciate your advocacy for 

clean energy in Ontario. 

Last week, I had the privilege of meeting with Ontario’s Energy Minister, Bob Chiarelli. We visited coffee 

shops and spoke with Ontarians about their concerns relating to energy costs. We both understand how 

important it is to help families and businesses address energy costs and I’m proud of the steps the Liberal 

government is taking to do this at every turn. 

Investment in nuclear refurbishment plays a huge role in this effort. Refurbished nuclear is expected to be 

the most cost-effective baseload generation available to Ontario. The average cost of power from 

Darlington after refurbishment will be lower than the average price of electricity generation in Ontario. 

And the refurbishment of Darlington will secure enough power to meet 20% of Ontario’s daily energy 

needs. 

This project will also contribute $15 billion to Ontario’s GDP and create up to 11,800 jobs annually, many 

of which will be located in the Durham Region.  

To protect Ontario ratepayers and ensure OPG delivers refurbishment on-time and on-budget, the 

government has only approved the refurbishment of one reactor and is proceeding with the project on a 

reactor-by-reactor basis, meaning OPG must seek government approval prior to proceeding with each of 

the remaining unit refurbishments. 



 

 

This is good news for Ontarians and good news for the future of GM. The government has taken important 

steps to reduce electricity system costs for companies like GM and has a range of incentives like the 

Industrial Conservation Initiative, the Industrial Electricity Incentive, Demand Response and the Industrial 

Accelerator program that will continue helping these companies. 

Dependable, affordable, renewable electricity is important for our community and if I am elected, I will 

continue advocating for critical investments in the energy sector. 

Thank you for your concern, 

Elizabeth 

Please return questionnaire by Wednesday, January 20, 2016 to: 

Jack Gibbons, Chair, Ontario Clean Air Alliance 

Jack@CleanAirAlliance.org 

 


