PO Box 1132 Station F
Toronto, ON M4Y 2T8
Jack Gibbons
Ontario Clean Air Alliance
160 John St. Suite 3001
Toronto, ON
Dear Jack:
Thank you for the opportunity to provide information on Ontario’s energy system. I am
happy to respond on behalf of the Green Party of Ontario.

Ontario Clean Air Alliance’s 2018 Provincial Election Questionnaire
for Ontario’s Political Leaders
Question #1:
The Pickering Nuclear Station is the fourth oldest nuclear plant in
North America. It was originally designed to operate for 30 years, but it has now been
running for nearly half a century. Two million people live within 30 km of the Pickering
station — at least twice the number of any other nuclear station on the continent.
A recent report looked at what would happen in the GTA if a major accident occurred at
Pickering — the kind that took place at the Fukushima nuclear station in Japan.
The report found that an accident at Pickering could lead to the evacuation of more than
650,000 people, cause 13,000 cancer deaths, and result in $125 billion in lost real
estate value just for single-family homes.
Do you think that the Pickering Nuclear Station should be shut down when its
licence expires this August?
Answer:

Yes

Additional Comments:
The Pickering Nuclear Station should be closed when its license expires on Aug. 31,
2018. Pickering is already 15 years past its best before date. It's the fourth oldest
nuclear station in North America and the seventh oldest nuclear station in the world.
Given its age, it is not surprising that Pickering has the highest operating costs and
poorest performance of any nuclear station in North America. It is also located closer to
a large city than any other nuclear plant in North America.
For these reasons, we need to start decommissioning and deconstructing the Pickering
Nuclear Station immediately. This will create 16,000 jobs and save up to $1.2 billion.
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Decommissioning and dismantling the station could create 32,000 person-years of
direct and indirect employment between now and 2030.
Question #2:
Quebec is the fourth largest producer of water power in the world. It
has the lowest electricity rates in North America. And it has a rising electricity surplus it
wants to export.
Last year, the average price of Hydro Quebec’s electricity exports was 4.7 cents per
kilowatt hour (kWh).
At the same time, Ontario Power Generation’s (OPG) price for its nuclear power was
8.1 cents per kWh. Now OPG has told the Ontario Energy Board that it needs to double
that price in the next few years.
Do you think that Ontario should negotiate long-term electricity contracts with
Hydro Quebec to save money, and reduce our need for higher-cost nuclear
power?
Answer:

Yes

Additional Comments:
No nuclear project in Ontario’s history has delivered on time or on budget. Nuclear
power plants use outdated technology and need constant, expensive maintenance. This
locks us into an old, centralized system that limits the potential to take advantage of
new low-cost opportunities. There are also no adequate plans for storing dangerous and
environmentally destructive radioactive waste.
A better plan for electricity in Ontario is to purchase low-cost water power from
neighbouring provinces. Hydro Quebec has offered to sell power to Ontario at 5 cents
per kWh, which is a much better deal than the 16.5 cents per kWh that Ontario Power
Generation wants for nuclear power. Purchasing this power would save Ontario more
than $12 billion over the next 20 years.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to us if you have any further questions.
Samantha Bird
Director of Operations
Green Party of Ontario
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