Liberal Party of Canada
Ontario Clean Air Alliance Answer
2011 Federal Election Questionnaire for Party Leaders
Question: Do you believe that Canadian taxpayers should subsidize the construction of new
nuclear reactors in Ontario?
Renewable energy should have a growing position in Canada’s energy mix, and a Liberal
government will help achieve it.
In the United States, the Obama Administration has spent twice as much as the Harper Regime
per capita on energy efficiency measures, and 18 times more per capita on clean technology. A
Liberal government will launch the Canadian Clean Energy Partnership, inviting provincial and
territorial governments, the private sector and stakeholders to work together on five Canadawide objectives:
• Managing a long-term transition to the low-carbon economy of the future;
• Helping families advance energy efficiency and conservation;
• Encouraging Canadian businesses to become more competitive through energy
efficiency;
• Securing clean technology jobs in Canada;
• Doing our part in the global fight against climate change.
Liberals are committed to quadruple Canada’s low-impact renewable energy production from
2009 levels by 2017, to significantly reduce our greenhouse gas emissions and create clean
energy jobs. To help meet this goal, we will contribute $1 billion to reinstate the Renewable
Power Production Incentive (RPPI), a highly successful program cancelled by the Harper
Conservatives.
That said, the reality is that each province has the responsibility to choose the energy mix that
works best for them. Nuclear power in Canada has been used in the past, and provinces will
presumably continue to use it as part of their energy mix in the future.
The Conservatives continue to waste taxpayers’ money through their mis-management of
Atomic Energy Canada Limited (AECL). When Mr. Harper decided to privatize AECL he placed
restrictions on AECL that prohibit it from seeking out new commercial contracts so that the
corporation can generate new business to survive without resorting to taxpayer dollars. By
keeping these restrictions in place, he is sacrificing 70,000 direct and indirect Canadian jobs and
costing taxpayers billions in lost returns.
A Liberal government will unfortunately inherit this problem but we will do things differently.

We will lift the commercial contract restrictions on AECL so that it can generate new business
and stay afloat without the help of taxpayers’ money.

